Brodhead Fire Commission
Monthly Meeting
March 7, 2025
5:00 P.M.
Brodhead Fire Station

1. Callto Order:
The meeting was called to order at 5:04 PM

2. Roll Call to determine if a quorum is present.
Present - S. Hazeltine, N. Burkhalter, B. Moon, B. Gritzmaker, A. Schneider
Absent - P. Faessler

3. Motion to deviate from the order of the agenda if necessary.
A. Schneider made a motion to approve the agenda as it was presented.
Seconded by N. Burkhalter
Motion Passed

4. Public Appearances: This is the public’s opportunity to speak.
Each citizen is allowed 10 minutes to address the Commission.
Tony Mendez introduced himself as the new Town of Spring Grove Clerk.
R. Harding asked, “Why does BFD need a smaller emergency vehicle?” Contact the owner to
clear the driveway if you cannot get down the driveway. R. Harding is unsure if other
municipalities have ordinances regarding proper driveway width. S. Hazeltine stated that homes
may have been built before an ordinance was enacted. Chief Scheidegger also mentioned that
many new members do not feel comfortable driving the bigger trucks, not just the driveways.
More discussion under Smaller Emergency Vehicle Discussion/Action

5. Approval of previous meeting minutes. Discussion/Possible Action.
Motion to approve the minutes of the Brodhead Fire Commission monthly meeting held on
February 7, 2025, and the Brodhead Fire Commission Special Meeting Minutes February 17,
2025, including the correction to the Brodhead Fire Commission Special Meeting Minutes from
February 17, 2025. Under section 5a. A. Schneider made the second, not B. Gritzmaker on the
motion to move forward with the Innovation Planning Grant.
N. Burkhalter made a motion to accept the minutes with corrections.
Seconded by A. Schneider
Motion Passed

6. Treasurer's Report- Discussion/Possible Action:
Operating Checking Account Balance: $286,617.20
Executive Money Market Operating Money Market: $40,267.60
Capital Money Market Capital Fund Balance: $483,824.75
Total Accounts Balance: $810,709.55
Motion to approve the Treasurer's report made by B. Gritzmaker
Seconded by B. Moon
Motion passed



7. Payments of Bills- Discussion/Possible Action:
Payment of bills after February 7, 2025, Meeting:
Brodhead Water & Light $412.04, Capital One $538.13, EcoWater $23.00, Gasser $22.98,
Lifequest $111.30, Monroe Engraving $25.50, Piggly Wiggly $39.11, Spectrum $187.65
Speich $310.25, Reimb. Goncher $61.60, Sewer-City of Brodhead $119.06, Streamline $200.00
Trevor Searles $1500.00, WE Energies $696.95
Income received after February 7, 2025, Meeting:
Fire Recovery - January Calls $795.00, Brodhead EMS $349.86
The motion to approve the payment of bills made by N. Burkhalter
Seconded by B. Gritzmaker
Motion passed

8. Reports of department activities:

A. Firefighters Inc.:

Nothing at this time

Fire Inspector:
The Fire Inspector commenced the spring inspections on March 3, 2025, and is expected to be in
Brodhead for the next few weeks.
C. Administrative Assistant Reports:

Eebruary 2025

Fire Response 7, Cancel 0, MABAS 2, Lift Assist 3, MVA 0, Assist BAEMS 0, Assist GCEMS O,

Assist Orfy 1, Assist 860 1, 1st Response 5 Total 19 Calls
D. Life Quest/Fire Recovery:

February 2025

Claims Submitted: 6 for $1685.00

Payments received for 1 claim by FRUSA: $93.12

Claims Denied: 0

Non-Billable(Other): 0

In Progress: 6
E. Fire Chief:
Chief Scheidegger mentioned a house that had burned on Ten Eyck Road. The house had been
abandoned for over 10 years and did not have insurance. Firefighters went through the kitchen
door. The fire was coming through the floor from the basement. The residence was deemed
unsafe, so the BFD moved to a defensive attack.
Chief Schedegger mentioned the Arctic Air Compressor has been delivered; waiting for
MacQueen to notify BFD of the installation date.
Chief Scheidegger mentioned the backup generator would be installed the week of 3/17/2025.
Chief Scheidegger mentioned he was to meet with Diane Rundle, owner of Harvest Moon and
Sugar River Lofts, on Thursday night to discuss fire inspections.



9. Old Business:
A. Update on Innovation Planning Grant: Discussion/Possible Action

T. Simpson discussed updates to the Innovation Planning Grant. The deadline has been extended
to April 30, 2025. He has letters of support from 12 municipalities and fire chiefs from Juda,
Orfordville, and Brodhead to move forward in the planning grant application. Brodhead Area
EMS wrote a letter offering support for the proposed study for the results of the study. This was
not an endorsement of such a study and does not ensure that BAEMS will give up its private
nonprofit status to merge, in the future, with BFD or a consolidated Fire District.
T. Simpson contacted the Wisconsin Policy Forum for an estimated study quote. The estimated
cost was lower than McGrath's quote.

10. New Business :

A. Smaller Emergency Vehicle: Discussion/Possible Action

Continued discussion from Public Appearances regarding the topic of smaller emergency vehicle.
B. Gritzmaker asked Chief Schiedegger that not all guys are big truck guys, and that they may not
be comfortable driving the bigger trucks. He also wondered if lift assistance sometimes turns
into medical calls and if most of the calls are for lift assist and 1st Response would be better to
have an ambulance. Chief Scheidegger mentioned that the smaller emergency vehicle would
also carry extrication tools for motor vehicle accidents and gasoline. Can not carry gasoline cans
in an ambulance with medical supplies. S. Hazeltine mentioned that to carry equipment and
gasoline, it needs to have a vented space. Squad 4 is the current 1st Response vehicle. A.
Schneider mentioned that EVOC classes for driving larger vehicles may help those who are
uncomfortable driving. N. Burkhalter mentioned the need for an ambulance in the station as a
revenue source. Discuss using the current command vehicle and putting some utility boxes on it.
Chief Scheidegger looked into this through Monroe Trucking, and our Command vehicle could
not hold this type of box with the current bed on the Command. If a smaller emergency vehicle
were purchased, the Chief would look for a crew cab heavy-duty. After the discussion, the
Commissioners decided to wait to pursue further information on a smaller emergency vehicle till
after the Innovation Planning Grant study is complete.

11. Commission Comments or Questions:
Commission's opportunity to speak about anything, not a specific agenda item.

12. Discussion/Possible Action on future agenda items and next meeting date and time:
The next meeting: Brodhead Fire Commission Monthly Meeting April 4, 2025, at 5:00 PM
The next meeting: Brodhead Fire Commission and Brodhead Area EMS Meeting April 5, 2025,
at the Brodhead Area EMS Garage at 8:00 AM
13. Motion to adjourn.
N. Burkhalter made the motion to adjourn at 5:49 PM
Meeting adjourned

Minutes Typed By: Heather Oborne
Saturday, March 8, 2025, 9:35 AM



